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The last time | wrote an essay in Chinese was back in high school. Little did | know that the next
time | would do so, it would be for my mom's eulogy. Yet, here | stand, compelled to honor the
extraordinary woman who shaped my world.

Mom was more than a mother; she was a steadfast anchor. Her days began before ours, often with
the gentle task of coaxing sleepy children into the world. Her love was the first warmth we felt, a
constant in our lives.

She was the silent force behind Dad's successes, a woman who effortlessly juggled the demands of a
household, our upbringing, and unwavering support for his aspirations. Her strength was not merely in
her actions, but in the quiet determination that propelled our family forward.

Her's love knew no bounds. Her world expanded exponentially with the arrival of her grandchildren. In

their laughter, she rediscovered the magic of childhood. She reveled in their laughter, their curiosity,

and their boundless energy. With Dad by her side, she created countless cherished memories, passing
down traditions and instilling in them the same values that shaped me and my brother. The same love
and care she bestowed upon us, she showered upon them, creating a legacy of love that will continue
to flourish.

Education was her passion, her vocation, and her legacy. Generations of students were fortunate to
bask in the glow of her wisdom. Beyond the classroom, she was a pillar of our community, inspiring
countless individuals to reach for their full potential.

Our recent trip to Taiwan was a bittersweet reminder of her indomitable spirit. Amidst declining
health, she found joy in exploring new places, sharing laughter, and creating lasting memories.

And then there was the battle. A relentless adversary that tested her limits, but never broke her
resolve. Week after week, she faced the unknown with a courage that astounded us all. Her spirit, a
beacon in the darkest of times, continues to illuminate our lives.

Mom, your love was the foundation upon which our lives were built. Your legacy is etched in our
hearts and minds. You will be deeply missed.

Love,
Sunny Tam
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1BAE,

I miss you and | will be forever grateful that you were able to show me the world and how you always
filled the day with your laughter. You always told me to smile more even if | was sad and to always
put on a genuine smile. Now | truly understand how genuine your smile was, because you found
happiness even with the smallest victories during your day.

| still remember one of the first times | came to visit you and % %t here in Hong Kong. You took me to
your schools for the day where | met some students and teachers. | saw the walls and your desk
covered with handmade gifts showing appreciation of your impact on both the staff and the families.
This was where | saw your love for education and learning.

| still remember those summers we would spend together in San Francisco because you and #
would come visit us. From San Francisco, we went to places like Canada, Disneyland and Las Vegas.
This was where | saw your love for traveling and experiencing adventures.

| still remember those summers where we would spend sitting on your bed in our house practicing
multiplication because | had told you | was struggling with math. You always told me your stories
about how you would accept and teach students with educational disadvantages. You told me #t & is
a good example of how any student can and should be provided education despite their educational
disadvantages. You told me this with your eyes full of pride and happiness. This was when | saw the
patience and love you had for teaching.

Those summers where we would sit at Fantasia drinking boba for hours after you showed us the
many different flavors of Chinese food will forever be a part of my memory of you. This was where |
started my love for boba. When | turned 16 years old and took my first driving lesson, | drove to
Fantasia for boba thinking about you. | told my driving instructor that we would spend hours here
comparing different flavors there, but the Honeydew milk tea was always the best.



When you could no longer endure the long flights from Hong Kong to San Francisco, you told me
to come visit you here in Hong Kong. When | told you | was scared to fly by myself, you made
me a promise, and you were already waiting at the airport to pick me up before | even landed.

Fast-forward 24 years later, | am the one visiting you many times during the year here in Hong
Kong.

| know that you were happy until the last moment despite struggling with your health. Even
though you are no longer here in our world, your presence, energy and smile will always be in our
hearts. | know that you have had the opportunity to influence and impact many people. % %, |
also know that she would want you to live happily even without her by your side. Thank you #&
¥ for teaching us how to live happily and showing me % % and | the world that you loved so
much.

[ love you so much until we meet again #B4%.

love,

& Skg vk
FHR
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Amidst Hong Kong's bustling landscape, #&4% was a stern calming presence — a beacon of warmth
amidst concrete whirlwinds. Within such a lively environment, she created a space where time
seemed to slow down and laughter was always present. She introduced me to the vibrant, family-
oriented culture of Hong Kong: a second home for me.

| remember one of our many cherished activities was building legos. Those quiet hours spent
together, piecing colorful bricks together with the faint rhythm of her sketchers serving as a
comforting white noise in the background. The clicks of the Lego pieces seemed to echo the soft
laughter of my grandmother’s presence, sly giggles full of warmth and joy as | frantically read
instruction manuals.

She recently gifted me a hair-cutting kit. Although merely just shears and scissors, it is
continuously a reassuring reminder of her care and guidance; bridging from her precise hands and
patient heart to myself — an extension of her ever-loving touch. She taught me how to use each
tool with precision and most importantly patience, each snip enforced by her enduring support. In
hindsight, her lessons went beyond mere techniques; rather they were about instilling confidence in
my growing independence.

| remember visiting Hong Kong almost a year ago and seeing her in her hospital bed; clearly
uncomfortable with wires scattered all across the mattress, yet a silver of a smile still crept
through because she was surrounded by familiar faces. It was times like these that | knew she could
pull through just one more time. Yet she continuously surpassed my expectations by undergoing
chemotherapy and surgery multiple times, being released from the hospital, and sharing noodles with
me for dinner as a celebration. #&4% was truly a resilient woman who remained unmoved even
through difficult times.

She always told me to “/od”, a phrase that translates directly to “add oil” or roughly means
“come on”; a phrase encouraging perseverance and one that we could all remind ourselves at some
point in our lives — to never shy away from obstacles and to keep pushing forward with resilience:
Her wisdom has become a guiding force in my life, pushing me to stay motivated and to keep a
positive outlook no matter what comes my way.

[ think we could all learn something from her time spent on this earth: her unwavering dedication to
encourage the drive to learn and growth within one’s self, her resilience and bravery against
unknown challenges that may be scary, or her warm presence that fills each room she enters with
love and a sense of understanding.

Love, Andre Tam
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Dear Grandma,

| know that you are in a better place and | will be forever thankful that you are my grandma. |
want to thank you for all the good memories we had and | will miss you.

Love,
Alston Tam
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In Loving Memory of Miss Yung

Miss Yung is well-known for her warm smile and hugs, her care and concern for her staff and students,
and her kindness and compassion to all who come in contact with her. Having worked with her for 20
years together with Prof. Tam Man Kwan as an IMC member of their three schools, | find that though
Miss Yung is small in size, she is certainly very tall in stature, big in heart and great in popularity!
Miss Yung is a truly remarkable woman whose life is a testament to service, commitment and dedication
to others. No student will ever forget her words of encouragement when she tells students all the time
to set goals for themselves, develop a direction to aim for, strive for their ideals and that “nothing is
impossible”! She would show students videos of people who face adversity and teach them how to
overcome obstacles in life.

She lived out the school motto that “all students can be educated”, paid extra attention to those who
were disadvantaged and was genuine in her concern. In recent years even when she was not well, she
would still try not to miss a single IMC meeting nor any big school function or graduation ceremony and
would speak to students and teachers via zoom. Though she was weak in body, we could feel her
strength in spirit. Whenever she had to address an audience of staff and students, she would perk up
and speak with courage, confidence and conviction from her own home.

She is indeed a well-respected figure and her devotion to education is inspirational, serving as a guiding
light for all who know her. She demonstrates how to live a life of true purpose and meaning, and at the
same time bring joy and affection to those around her, reminding us to cherish love and care in the face
of life's challenges.

Miss Yung leaves behind a memorable legacy, one that inspires us all to follow in her footsteps - to be
steadfast in our commitment to helping others, to approach life with a sense of purpose, to promote
education and to make a meaningful difference in our communities.

Rest peacefully, Miss Yung, you will be deeply missed. Your compassion, integrity and delightful
personality will continue to inspire us in the years to come. We will always remember you with love and
affection and will never forget your encouraging words or your inspirational remarks. You have certainly
touched the lives of many by your words, your deeds and your positive energy, and have made a
difference to the education of many. May you RIP!

From Professor Evelyn Yee-fun Man
Faculty of Education, CUHK
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